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According to St. Bede, an English historian of the
early 8th century. Easter owes its origin to the
old Teutonic mythology. It was derived from the
name Eostre, the Anglo-Saxon goddess of spring, to
whom the month of April was dedicated. The
festivdl of Eostre was celebrated at the vernal

« equinox, when the day and night gets an equal

share of the day.
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The English hame “Easter” is much newer. When 54,504 Siya¥nnusangs

the early Engligh, Christians wanted others to ot 1mﬁqﬁm‘4 7
accept Christianity, they decided to use the 3RS FNaTinTUTEIN D HABINTS
name Easter for this holiday so that it would I PRI . £ ¢ ©
match the name of the old spring celebration. LSRRl E

This made it more comfortable for other people 4 ;.53 ansueananafias

to accept Christianity. stﬁzﬁqﬁﬁmﬁu%ﬁ%‘miﬂuq@
But it is pointed out by some that the Easter lulteRTis Anvadenalit e
festival, as celebrated today, is related with the sastumauirtaslaineiudan |
Hebrew tradition, the Jewish Passover. This is athalsfonu faulidaanani
«being celebrated during Nisan, the first month mAmasainasl A
of\_the He lunar year. The Jewish Passover & iusumAn ailan (

der Moses commemorates Israel’s Jewish Passover) m,m‘j/y,
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THE ORIGINS OF EASTER CUSTOMS

The most widely-practiced customs on Easter
Sunday relate to the symbol of the rabbit
(“Easter bunny’) and the egg. As outlined
previously, the rabbit was a symbol associated
with Eostre, representing the beginning of
Springtime. Likewise, the egg has come to
represent Spring, fertility and renewal. In
Germanic mythology, it is said that Ostara
healed a wounded bird she found in the woods
by changing it into a hare. Still partially a bird,
the hare showed its gratitude to the goddess by
laying eggs as gifts.

The Encyclopedia Britannica clearly explains
the pagan traditions associated with the egg:
“The egg as a symbol of fertility and of renewed
life goes back to the ancient Egyptians and
Persians, who had also the custom of colouring
and eating eggs during their spring festival.” In
ancient Egypt, an egg symbolised the sun, while
for the Babylonians, the egg represents the
hatching of the Venus Ishtar, who fell from
heaven to the Euphrates
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