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_ Pingxi SKy Lantern Festival
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was invented dur ;
period (AD 220-265) by Zhuge Lianj
first it was used to t@lgmitugl@@'itar

function, and is now gene%&
recognized as the earliest ont
the hot air balloon. In the early 19
century the Lantern Festival was bfdught
to Taiwan, where every year, at th
oeginning of the spring planting season,
eople would release "sky lanterns"/into
the air as a prayer for the coming year.-

-l .- —

= =
e — I, 3’ — ~

‘/1 S —




Because in olden times marriage
the purpose of "adding a son" and
increasing manpower, people wen
the temple to pray fﬁlessings andf
released sky lanterns on which theyjhad
written things like "May a @
born." and "May the harv%

bountiful." Sky lanterns were released to
follow the wind, rising up to the

ancestors to report that all was welljland
to pray for blessings.




Slowly this evolved to become a local
event for the Yuanxiao Festival in the
Pingxi area. Through many, many years
of changes, the one thing that never
changed was the reflected lives and

ropes of the people as the sky lanterns

slowly rose aloft. For many years the

"Pingxi Sky Lantern Festival" has had a
brilliant history.




In addition to enjoying its reputation as
part of the traditional description of this

Yuanxiao or Lantern Festival in Taiwan— < B
"Sky lanterns in the north, beehive
fireworks in the south."—the Pingxi Sky
———antern Festival was voted by the

Discovery Channel as the second biggest
New Year's Eve celebration in the world




Pingxi is always overwhelmed with
visitors. The sight of sky lanterns with

their lights rising slowing into the sky is ===
for many Taiwanese a beautiful memory
and the beginning of happiness and

== dreams.
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